
  Dredging & Marine Construction Subcommittee  
Lone Star Harbor Safety Committee  
Meeting Time: Tuesday, 8th October, 2013, 10:30 am  
Meeting Place:  MSU Texas City 

Address:  3101 FM 2004 
 Texas City, Texas 77591 

 
Meeting Agenda: 

 
A.) Dredge Sub Committee Meeting 10:30 to 11:30 am 

 
1. Introduction to dredge subcommittee members and sign in sheet 

 
2. Questions & Answers 

 
a. Port of Houston channel projects 

 
 The public notice period has ended for the latest action.   

 The contract for the improvements at Bayport and Barbour’s Cut channels is still on track for 

an award at the end of January 2014 and completion of dredging by the end of December 

2014. 

 

b. Marine construction permits  
 

 James H. Glanville Company is building new concrete dock and mooring structures and to 

deepen from -37 foot mean low tide to -42 foot mean low tide on a portion of the Houston 

Ship Channel adjacent to Greens Bayou. 

 GB Biosciences Corporation is constructing a 13.8 acre salt marsh restoration in Burnet and 

Scott Bays along the Baytown Nature Center in Baytown. 

 G & H Towing Company is adding a 230-foot concrete walkway and a 32-foot by 72-foot 

concrete pier to their existing plans at their facility at 16530 Peninsula Boulevard in 

Channelview. 

 Pinto-Lion Jacintoport LP is building three new ship docks, including dredging to minus 40-

feet mean low tide. 

 Greens Port Industrial Park WATCO Companies is building a bulkhead extension for 

additional berthing with accompanying dredging. 

 K-Solv, LP is building a bulkhead and 100 feet x 450 feet dredged area to a depth of minus 

10-feet mean low tide. 

 
c. Federal projects (USACE) 

 
ONGOING PROJECTS: 

 Barbour’s Cut and HSC Morgan's to Exxon (Spilman): Orion completed dredging in Barbour’s 

Cut.  AD surveys are being performed to ensure required material has been 

removed.  Dredging on the HSC is ongoing; Orion is still upstream of the Hartman Bridge. 

 



 Galveston Entrance Channel and HSC Redfish Shoal (Offshore): Manson began dredging the 

HSC on 9/24.  They anticipate continuing dredging on the HSC until mid-Nov with the Glenn 

Edwards.  In mid-October, they plan on bringing in the Dredge Newport to begin working on 

the Galveston Entrance Channel simultaneously.  

 Mid-Bay PA DAMP: work ongoing. 

 Alexander PA DAMP: awarded last week.  Anticipated start mid/late October. 

 

UPCOMING PROJECTS: 

 HSC Carpenters to Greens (Clinton & Lost Lake): Bid opening delayed due to lack of funding, 

award currently planned for January 2014. 

 HSC Sims to Turning Basin (Clinton):  Award currently scheduled for March 2014; however, 

due to funding issues and shifting of project priorities, award will likely move to late summer 

2014 (still TBD). 

 Peggy Lake PA Levee Raise:  Award currently scheduled for April 2014.  (Note: site currently 

off limits for private placement due to recent dewatering job performed in advance of levee 

raising job, i.e. needs to dry out so we can use material to build levees). 

 Alexander Island PA Levee Raise: furlough is delaying our boring contract and subsequent 

P&S development.  Due to delays and funding issues, will likely slip from Aug 2014 to Oct 

2014. (Note: Site currently off limits for private placement due to ongoing dewatering job in 

advance of levee raising job). 

 

d. Non VTS update 
 

 Philip Kropf reported that the Anahuac Channel, which was dredged in 2011 as an add-on to 
Cedar Bayou Channel dredging, has now already silted in, with a bar across the entire width 
of the channel near light R"4", with a current depth of about 3 ft. When he cruised up 
this channel in Aug. 2011 right after the dredging was completed, there was 9 ft. of water at 
this location. Historically, this is right where this bar is created as silt coming down the 
Trinity River loses its velocity and drops out onto the open bay floor. There is no commercial 
traffic in this area of the channel. 

 
e. “Dredging Your Docks” Seminar 

 

 Laci Theriot from CRA passed out flyers for the upcoming seminar in Beaumont on 
Wednesday, Nov. 6th. This year, the event is supported by USACE, Sabine Pilots, Sabine-
Neches Navigation District, and the Coast Guard. Also at the event, Chris Frabotta and the 
Corps of Engineers will be addressing new Corps’ requirements for dredging and dredge 
disposal areas. Please RSVP to Laci or Chris Ransome at cra@crahouston.com or 713-690-
4626.  

 Capt. John Salvesen reported that there is a current court case in the news involving the 
2004 oil spill in the Delaware River. A single hull tanker, Athos I, hit a submerged nine-ton 
anchor, causing the vessel’s hull to be punctured in federally maintained waters, leading to 
an oil spill. The biggest concern with the case is whose liability (terminal, Corps of Engineers, 
shipping vessel, etc.) it is for the spill since it occurred in a federally maintained anchorage 
and channel. The court ruling could potentially impact terminal dredging operations. Capt. 
Salvesen mentioned that this could be an interesting topic for the “Dredging Your Docks” 
seminar. Here are some links to the story:  
 

mailto:cra@crahouston.com


https://www.bimco.org/en/Products/BIMCO_Bulletins/BIMCO_Bulletins_Digital_Issues/201
3_04/~/media/Products/BIMCO_Bulletins/Web/2013_04/pdf70.ashx 
 
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/federal-court-in-pa-s-eastern-district-issues-

decision-in-177-million-maritime-case/ 

http://www.pacmar.com/story/2013/07/01/features/safe-berth-warranty-
revisited/165.html?m=true 

 
3. Current Projects for the dredging sub-committee 2013 

 
a. Hydro survey best practices 

 
Several revisions were made to the Best Practices document at the meeting. Some suggestions 
were to add in the maximum depth level at docks, not just the allowable draft or clearance. 
There were also questions about leadline surveys and the proper methodology to perform them. 
Information on this can be found in the Corps of Engineers’ survey manual. David Casebeer will 
send out the new Best Practices copy soon. Please send him any feedback or comments. 
 

b. Survey assets 
 

No changes were made to the survey assets. 
 

4. Shutdown Impacts to Industry 
 

Currently, there have been no significant impacts on dredging due to the government shutdown. As far as 
we know, Coast Guard operations are still underway and all of the Corps’ regulatory staff is working. 
Federal projects are not getting interrupted. However, private industry projects are on hold if they do not 
already have a permit.  
 
David Casebeer noted that there is a new procedure for private industry to use Galveston Corps’ dredge 
disposal areas. The Corps will require a separate real estate agreement from the permit. This is not new to 
other Corps districts. Keep in mind that all new projects might require you to work with their real estate 
department on this. There will be a usual filing or tipping fee. 

 
5. LSHSC dredge subcommittee short (1-2 yrs) and long term goals (3-5yrs). 

 
a. Maintain and overview of USACE projects, schedules, and pre-dredge conferences.  
b. Communicate with VTS, Pilots, port authorities, and USACE 
c. Committee outreach through the Port Authorities and private terminals to educate all facility 

operators on the importance of maintaining adequate depth alongside their berths. 
d. Coordination between dredging subcommittee and Nav Ops. 

 
6. Next Scheduled Meeting  

a. Full committee:  8 November 10:00 am, Houston Pilots 
b. Subcommittee:  19 November 10:30 am, TBA 

 

B.) Action Items:   
 
 
 
C.) Open discussion:  
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